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[Fig 1] SIDECOUNTRY - Annual SAR callouts in Hokkaido by winter season, citizenship and residence
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[Fig 4] BACKCOUNTRY - Annual SAR callouts in Hokkaido by winter season, citizenship and
residence
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A free, fully searchable repository of Hokkaido ski touring, cycle touring, hiking, and canoe routes.

GPS files, trailheads, route maps, trip reports and Hokkaido backcountry huts.
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Moiwa base: —3°C. 10cm new snow. moderate westerly. snow storm, poor

is

y. Moiwa 800m: —6 2°C, WNW119m/s, 15cm new snom, 100cm
cornice development, 60cm snow drift development. Annupuri 1150m:
—85°C, WNWI11m/s, gusts to 20m/s, new snow blown off and wind crust
developing. Hirafu 1250m: —13°C.W1Sm/s.new snow blown off, blizzard.
Coastal data— Benkei cape: WNW14m/s, Kamui cape: WNWEm/s, 1010hPa,

17m wswes. Mountsin weather data on a sepsrate site

The isobars are close together, the seas are stormy with an increasing
swell and the mountains are in blizzard conditions with cornice and

snowdrift development above 00m. East facing cornice slopes are

snow with high risk on 30dec slopes. At the
moment snowdrift development(hard slabs) is shallow. howe ver
development is rapidly increasing and there is the risk of drifts fracturing

on mesk layers with

tle stimulation_ Peak cates will be closed. Plaase

- Do not duck ropes. Riding in the trees is

ited, be careful of crashing into trees
tacles. It feels cold today, beware hypothermia and frostbite .

yet.
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©Q LOCATION i
ling skiresort town.

of Sapporo City. It stretches east to west, from
of

details below).
@ TRAILHEAD (opens in Google Maps)

Ib—=FroD
HEEE

GENERAL NOTES The “Haute Route™ P
Foute upin the alpine, v i When
plenty of variation.
N Nt 1, Chisenupur,
. towest. That i sea Thi b
bolically, this direction h i The
P  all the way to
. the east, [ parknear G Onsen on Route 58, Atrue’
tart e four major ski resorts of Niseko, hiker
southeast side of Niseko Annupuri - consider taking one of the first lts (8:30am) up and hiking to the Niseko Annupuri
The King Lift #4 irafu sk i Note
h . es here), Niseko-
-affected and icy, Itthe puristin
the base of
ki Area Center e might! the Osawa Bowl
s i Areamap here, and
topomaps here).
d clff

idgeli d deey

Ullies. As such,

ETF

’ pe =
(Iocation), which would, arguably, be the purist's choice of route terminus. Therefore, most sklers opt to ski from the
auenorth Town. K

IO (location),

past the 997m point.just west of Narukami Falls

(location). The il
Transport. ,ifnot
wind-packed for most of cation) via
tothe Raiden Onsen asolid dose of adventure.
skiing - think steep, g
. In th ? tothe coast
h Rankoshi Town (around here) However, i the Iwanai

« Whentogo: The Niseko

time during the ski ll April Surface

and weather

of up to 72 hours/3 days. In deep winter (December till end of February), surface condi

10 - expect fast

ns are as deep as they get

anywhere in the world, and weather windows of more than 12 hours are rare.

Goshiki to the sea, hitting all

[inspr from

Bine Zalohar's report here). Winter - 3-4 days | In
d

pushof under 11 hours (see
months, i

ordeal - with

n Jamieson's late

February report here and the Way East video here).
« Peaksalong the way: Niscko-Annupuri =777 271 (1308m), Iwaonupuri £ D271 (1116m), Nitonupuri =
21 (1080m), Chisenupuri 57271 (1134m), Shakunage-dake 312734 (1074m), Shirakaba-yvama EHEILI
" e (1202m), Rai

(954m)

-yama BB (1211m).
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for the night. The
note that as of 2022

location)

None

KingLift #4) or Gate 2
(Annupuri ski area, Jumbo Pair Lift #4) (trail map here), and hike to the Niseko-Annupuri peak. Descend to Route 58,
Route 581 nsen, park up at
the end of the standard ascent route via the southern sleftof
the bow. Thisis a fairly mellow ascent, and the sumimit s lat and quite featureless. Descend the same way. While it might
i k 3

c
[ : west face of Nitonupuri to the snowed-in

Route 66, skier's left south)

For the ascent of Chi i, we conservati peak, v the south
face. If i the summer irect,albeit sl t

tion. Descend Ct i
hi broad,
and lived.

e
1041m point north of

but the vast

Is fast and inspiring.

here,ski 4 to decideif P the
alpine, or drop: Niimi & e i om i
) the next day. That said,
freelyat 3
experlence - wild onsen in There' ni ruins, at the

large pond-ike pool.

nsen or not, you road- Route 268. This roughly
marks the half-way point in the traverse. i i i the
2 P avery

distinctive rocky summit

From the: it L rattly descent down e final ascent

‘ i P Ralden-yama. If you've not
youll once . .

fromthe J

skirting the 9971 about

with views of the sea the entire way down. At the terminus of the ridge Is a steep bluf, but Just above the biuff Is the ruins of an
old house. There's a decaying access path to the house to the skier'sleft of the house, which will lead you to the main highway.
s " dyou e i o

it'stime:
celebratory swim!

of bus stop,or the coast
road to the Iwanal Bus Terminal &P3) (2% — =L (ocation)
Up|8hrs
Down | 3hrs

3 i 11 i (in
winter). There's up to 2.500m with about ired if hi
Public transport:

.

here. Access to Goshiki Onsen in the winter is by private car or tax! only. Expect o pay around 7,000yen for a taxi from central

nal

\ Fror war
Bus Terminal, From lwanai Bus Terminal, Town. If you have to

callout fees, no matter how far.

o parkingat the la Route 56
i the ki Attheend of i there'
Tunnel 187 > %)L on R just

above the Shikishimanal Port (locatior).

Print: HokkaidoWilds.org 1:25,000 TOPO!
Offical Topo Map: Nisekoannupuri (= 237> 27 ) - map no. NK-54-20-7-2.
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& WEATHER FORECAST

AiBDWindy.com®

above the Shikishimanai Port (locatiar).

Print: HokkaidoWilds.org 1:25,000 TOPOMAP+
Official Topo Map: Nisekoannupuri (=217 27 1) - map no. NK-54-20-7
Offcial Topo Map 2: Chisenupuri (312327 J) ~ map no. NK-54-20-
Offcal Topo Map 3: Raidenyama (L) - map no. N 5420112
Offcial Topo Map 4: Ralcenmisaki () - map no. Nk 54-20-11-1

copo masis) above

rchased for 330yenrom Kinckuniyaboskstore nex 105

oo Staion o anline i spanase)

“The main aspect skiers are exposed to on the descent and/or ascent is South. Other aspects that may also be encountered while
following East, West, North. Therefc the weather forecast afew days

ahead of your tr

consider looking at the Japan Avalanche Network avalan
dally Niseko Avalanche
the route.

ns (updated Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays at 8am) or the

areaaround

Current JAN Ratin

Full AN buleinhere

But, talso offers

S EDPR

(tBEZLA A FIZEHRAT)

Niseko Haute Route Difculty Rating

numerous et tooneaf oad ends.
amapso that v - ! isvery CATEGORY GRADE  POINTS.
renuausnss
. See ips g safe while ski touring in Hokkaido here. Vertical Gain w0
« Notiy the police of your backcountry plans online using Compass  nstructi s | I
here Tchicatty
it [~ S
Hazrss |
Nt d .
Torais 72100

GRADES rarg o Ay it D e M
e e g i st o ks
kESRaiATY

Windy.comweather forecast for Niseko Haute Route

KXRFHRNDURL

BFY DR

/ EXTRARESOURCES
B GUIDE OPTIONS

fthnSEEH

" both the 'd end of the trip. Goshiki Onsen 7 /252 (location,
- any of pick of the bunch is
‘ 800yen),h n

by noyu £>4 >0 (location, 500yen) and 1
(location, 800yen). O course, during the traverse, there’s the backcountry onsen' experience at Nimil onsen.

« Bine Zalohar's report and video here

« Aaron Jamieson's report and video (plus one m

Ifyoudlike explore other Intouch with Jun Horle,
He's

English and J ), inN land

t See afulllistof P d the HMGA website, (

BITHD
A—AhIVAT K
(ExploreShare.com)
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At 2291m, Asahidake (1B5) s the
highest peak in Hokkaido and one of

its
e ot he st poprestontion
for local hikers and visitors alie.
the weather. e

The main season for summer hiking on
Asahidake is July and August; before
and after this you need to be prepared
and equipped for snow on the ground
and/or falling from the sky. The base for
this climb is at Asahidake Onsen, a small
collection of lodgings and hot springs
belowthe ropeway up the mountain. ltis a
major tourist destination and can be busy

coachloads of sightseers from Japan
and neighbouring courtries, especilly in

18:00}. The fare s around 1430yen
one wiay, and it takes around 1
hour 40 minutes. See the link to
the Ideyugo Bus timetable at hicp:/
asahidake hokkaido.p/en/

SAFETYNOTES
This is a dangerous place in bad
weather with real risks of hypo-
thermia for poorly equipped hikers.
Conditions and wsmmw can change

s well worth
Pening o the ik oncanas akad
ke (FEBR)

LOCATION
Asahidake is located in the Daisetsu
‘mountain range in central Hokkaido.
This hike starts and finshes at 1600m
from the upper ropeway station at
Sugatami on the western Mank of the
mountzin above Asahidake Onsen

GENERALNOTES

summer
colours.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Boect 25t 10 the Asniks
then 2 hours back. T

v Ao, S devemding drmcl\\’

from the summi. back (o the ropev:

e careul ot b lose e pith. I
continuing on to Nakadake onsen (115
) the trai junctions are marked by large
signposts (in Japanese). From the summit
take the trail ast heading to Mamiyadake

(U, 2185, sbout 1 o o st

quickly, the wind
and the upper slopes can be much
colder than down at the lower rope-
way station. Carry appropriate gear.

ONSEN NEARBY
Nakadake Onsen is one of the highest

feet for a while. In Asahikawa Village,
try the youth hostel Daisetsu Shirak-
abaso (800yen per person). m

ot Early n the season this descent
will be over a large snowfield. From
Mamiyadake head north o the Nakadake
Junction (=315, 30mins). Here drop off
the ridge to the west down to Nakadake
onsen (40mins) and Susoaidaira (5T,
the marked trail south
hway at Sugatami (55,

ple parking in the large
ropeway station, some

rom JR Asahikawa Train

- 0166 23 3355), that
lake-Onsen spa area. As

AISE SYSTEM

@ G0k 2. Tois ot bt

] soEs- Tvaﬂnos(peﬂenzebe.u—
ﬁ e
050 seve 5 ol aimosphe

o,
e e

edders

9, there were four buses el
, 09:41,13:11, 16:24)
¢ 09:30, 12:00, 15:30, o ip L yidaetsiend

3 ’E—#&Jaidﬂ
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NEED TO KNOW INFORMATION

Below is a bref overview of pertinent points the backcountry traveler should - — H U KK AI D UWI LDS URG

row when entering the backcountry around Niseko. For a more thorough review, R

sce the Ski Touring Safety page on HokkaidoWilds.org: hip://hokvwjp/ski-safety iﬁ w 7 * Z I~ @ PNiseko Backcountry) ZEEsEM/E

SERICH

6E0GRAPHY

The Nissko Range is a string of stratovolcanoes located near the Japan Sea

coast in the southwester end of Hokkaido. The range stretches 25k flom cast
west,from the resort vilage of irafu %3 to Raiden Pass & , and on
the coast. The highest peak is Niscko Annupuri =2 377> X 71 (1308m),

The range makes up part of the Nissko-Shakotan-Otaru-Kaigan Quasi-National

= 27873011878 /S 2 . The fange can be spit into the Easter

and Westorn Peaks, separated by Nimi Pass 1524 . The popular Niscko resord — t : a)tﬂig

arcalies t the castern end, and fwanai Resort at the western end. Where sking

erain is conceme, i's fat to say that the Niscko Renge is beter known or its

decp, daily-reset powder than ts steeps. Raiden-yama B L (1211m) at the

western terminus of the range, and the prominent volcano of Yotei-zan st of

the ki reorts, however, have defnite big mountan vibes and more comitting

e BrROWESE & Y L 2BEHP VD, FEILERRIET 1R
PR by eyt N=2IzE3BT L, RUNERSHNMEEPTVI LZ2EH

regions in Europe, North America, New Zealand and even the other regions of
lJapan. Excellent skiing can be found within the volcanic topography on slopes
Iwith well spaced old-growth forest. The upper slopes of Yotei-zan can be icy,
<teep and committing, however, and require good backcountry experience, and
experience with a range of surface conditions including rime and bulletproof
windpack. Shiribetsu-dake is notorious for avalanche activity; extreme care and
good assesment of snowpack is required. o o - =
- Ul 7hosoRkickYREHEL, BREE
WEATHER _‘E:Uﬁlwli/’\')l b b ALve v i RS2

the weather in winter around Niscko is largely driven by the “Winter Monsoon'
2 fairly consistent cold air outflow from Siberia over the winter months. This ﬁﬁag "‘ %T % mw T g < 1 ~ZE ‘i ﬁ** I}Eﬁ%ﬁz_ T— X # —
ends t be strongest and most consistent during January and February. Jan/Feb L7 . <

{emperatures can be very cold, and snow falls fie orsix days outof seven, often

with strong winds inthe lpine. The Niseko Range gets siighlyless precipftation ﬁ Ill ‘i E ;ﬁ

jcompared to winter conditions in Honshu due to the shorter wind fetch across
the norther Sea of Japan, but more consistently Gold temperatures in Hokkaido
means it all tends to fall as snow. March and April offer lengthening days and
much more stable weather. With longer spells of blue sky weather, long 8hr-+
daytrips o the two- to three-day Niscko Haute Route across the Niscko alpine
become more feasible.

[Monthly snowfall and temperatures in the Niseko area'

"
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COMMUNICATIONS

Above the trecline and at summits, mobile phone reception is surprisingly wide-
spread in the range, but should not b relied upon. Mobile reception at railheads
should be assumed to be non-existent, so make sure to have any digital maps
pcted and i s i kv Ty s s g s

dosp-div at ok, Jp/radms frstely oo oo (PLBS) commonly
used overseas are llegal for use on land in Japan. Satellite messengers,
SPOT device

, such as the
they re 100% legal in Japan.
EMERGENCIES

Where mobile reception is available, CALL THE POLICE ON 110. They will
then coordinate search and rescue based on your general location. Depending on
ocation, first responders may be a local fire department, police, sk patrol stff,
orin rare Gases the Self-Defense Force. Always leave your intended backcountry
plans with someone n?spunsrb!& Backzwmry rescue takes longer than many

other bo pr
g e oo el cay bacscounty sm outs.
Subm - In order to
Tocal Pohce strongly encourage all backcountry Pames to submit
backcountry plans prior to heading out. You can do this in English: htp://hokw jp/
R

and rescue insurance - Backcouniry rescue in Hokkaido is most often
pum.mny funded, bm e b eponges o prokciad vescuss s f

n. For short-term

R NSt s Aot ot o Janan see alist of
options at hitp:/hokw jpnisckorange

AVALANCHE AND WEATHER REPORTS
Avalanche bulletins - For the immediate Niscko resort area and Niseko range,
there's the daily side-country oriented Niseko Avalanche Information website
(tp:/Iniscko.nadare.info). For the wider Niscko area covering Yotei-2an and,
Shirbetsu-dake, there's the international-standard Japan Avalanche Network
(JAN) bulltin: htp://hokow jp/UAN.
- Wi

forecasts for the regi

HAZARDS

The Niseko area s known for its amazing powder setted on relatively benign

terrain, but there are unique hazards which require the utmost respect. These

may be counterintuitive for those accustomed to skiing higher elevations and

steeper terain elsewhere n the world.

Extreme cold - Driven by the outflow of cold air from Siberia, ambient alpine

temperatures in the Niscko area regularly dip below -20°C. With wind chil, this

an easily reach ~30°C or lower. Things do change quickly, so don't get caught

out by the sometimes benign weather. Backcounlry travelers should carry the

necessary spare insulation required to manage these temperatures in case of an

extended unexpected stop.

Hokkaido 'crevasses' - Gullies and

streams are the equivalent of crevasses

in Hokkaido. Particularly an issue in the

earlier winter months of December and

January, snow bridges acoss streams and

qully bottoms may not be fully developed

Self-rescue from a deep fallthrough an ill-

developed snowbridge is often impossible.

Also somewhat akin to crevasses are large

glide cracks; these can be expected to form

below convex terrain features and at the

10p of slopes, particularly as the season

progresses. This occurs where the entire

snowpack glides slowly on the vegetation, leaving huge cracks down to the

ground. The depth of the Hokkaido snowpack means that these lide cracks can

take on bergschrund like proportions. They can aso fail catastrophically resulting

in ful depth avalanches.

Visibility and storms - It snows a lotin Niseko. Our snow system is similar to

that of Utah or the Great Lakes but operating at oceanic scale. Generall,if there's

a prevailing north westerly weather flow then i’ likely to be dumping snow.

Navigation in the alpine therefore is notoriously trcky in low visibiity concitions.

B willng 1o enjoy lower altitude skiing when the inevitable low visiblty weather

rolls n, Aso ot hat o acks can disppoaruncanly fs;avays asume
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== National Highway
== Prefectural Road
=== Municipal Road
Minor/gravel road
Walkway/summer trail

Route types

Ascent/Ski-tour Routes
Freeride Routes

Advanced Routes
Ascent/Ski-tour (technical)
Freeride (technical)

Advanced (technical) [0 snowshed
Niseko Haute Route

Building
Backcountry gates
Map symhols
Lift-assisted I i
backcountry zone —n— (1%%§ﬁ": n'g?s
Cableways & roads & & Rocks/cliffs
Ski lifts/gondolas Troes/no troes

Abandoned ski lifts

«o{Z]-+ Bus route (bus stop)

)

o

Plowed parking

Onsen (day visitors OK)
Wild onsen

Hut

Public toilets
Convenience store
Hotspring

Buddhist Temple
Shinto Shrine
Municipal boundary
Park boundary
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PARKING

parking.

Parking is extremely limited for most Niseko area backcountry ski routes. Plowed
parking areas are the exception rather than the rule, so skiers will often need to
park on the side of the road. In Niseko however, where 14 meters (46ft) of snow
falls per season even in urban areas, roadside parking causes problems for road
snowclearing crews. Therefore, outside of plowed parking areas, backcountry
skiers should a) clear a few meters extra off the side of the road to avoid parking
too far into the lane, b) avoid parking in snowplow turnaround areas, c) avoid
parking overnight (snowclearing often occurs early in the morning) and d) be
sensitive to locals' and authorities” wishes (obey all signs posted). Also, consider
sharing transport with other skiers to avoid multiple cars parked per party. For
skiers sleeping in their vehicles or traveling in campervans, michi-no-eki -
roadside rest stations, most with 24hr toilets - are a good option for overnight

SHIRIBETSU-DAKE PARKING - Besides the sprawling Rusutsu Resort parking areas,
there's no plowed parking at any of the popular Shiribetsu-dake backcountry

trailheads, so skiers commonly park on the side of the road. Technically parking on the
road is illegal. Please be sensitive to locals and authorities' wishes. Overnight parking

RAEER

(e.g. in campers etc) disrupts snowclearing work, so is strongly discouraged.

work, so is strongly discouraged.

NITONUPURI/CHISENUPURI PARKING - There's no plowed parking area near the
Yusato Gate (GR: 681466), so skiers commonly either park in front of the gate or park
on the side of the road. Technically parking on the road is illegal. Therefore, please be
sensitive to locals and authorities' wishes, and consider skiing elsewhere if parked
cars are backed up. Overnight parking (e.g. in campers etc) disrupts snowclearing

Public transport — Three routes on the
map (the Makkari Route and the two Hirafu
Routes) are accessible by bus from JR
Kutchan train station. Given the long time
required on the mountain, make sure to
catch the earliest bus at 6:40am from JR
Kutchan station, arriving at the mountain at
7:12am.

Parking - The Hirafu, Makkari, and
Makkimo routes have large plowed car,
parking areas, but these are the exception.
For the other routes, skiers typically park
on the side of the road, which is technically
illegal and can disrupt daily snowclearing
work. Therefore, follow common-sense

RHOTFAFG®

rules to help reduce pressure on parking:
carpool where possible, don't park in
snowplow turnaround areas, clear a few
meters extra off the side of the road to
avoid parking too far into the lane, and
obey all signs posted.
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BACKGOUNTRY GUIDES, GEAR & RENTAI

There are a number of pi 'y guiding companies and English-
speaking independent guides (both foreign and local Japanese) based in the
greater Niseko area. Most hold internationally certified guiding credentials, and
they have the local knowledge to make a backcountry to Niseko all the
more memorable (think secret staches dialed to the day's conditions, amazing
food, and authentic cultural experiences). There is also reasonably good access

REDTF+R

ETIQUETTE

Culturally, Japan differs in many ways to many English-speaking countries.
Harmony and attentiveness to the others ( & B hairyo) is a strong trait taken
seriously here. Socially, individual rights make way for the collective society
at large in Japan. For the uninitiated, interpersonal dynamics in Japan can be
bewildering. That said, on the mountain, etiquitte here is as common-sense as
anywhere else in the world: Ascend slopes as 'economically’ as possible, leaving
the slope as untracked as possible - avoid putting uptracks in runs; communicate
well and respectfully with other parties (a friendly konnichi-wa (hello) goes a long
way); leave no trace; go to the toilet before arriving at the trailhead (don't pee
at trailheads or summits); respect others' right to peace - strive to keep music

T} -

RN RN
=T
[ >

and drone noise to @ minimum; promote a friendly and positive attitude in the .
y. See a deeper-dive at j 3

.
ONSEN HOT SPRINGS
Japan's unigue onsen hot spring culture Is as much a part of the Hokkaldo
backeountry experience as the armpit deep powder. A fong soak in one of the °
many natural hot springs around Niseko at the end of a deep backcountry day
Is the norm for locals and visitors allke. Few of these facilities exist solely for .

tourists, however. To avoid offending locals, here's three iron-clad etiquette
points to do onsen right. First, nothing dirty should enter the hot pools. This
includes your unwashed body, towels, clothes (including swimwear), hair (tie up
long halr before entering pools) and soap. Use the supplied washing stations to
thoroughly wash your body before soaking in the pools. Body wash and shampoo
Is usually supplied. Second, onsen are venerated, verging on spiritual places to
relax and unwind. Keep conversation in the baths quiet and contained. Third,
no alcohol in the pools. Most onsen facilities have communal chillout rooms
for post-soak hydration (some with beer on tap). If in doubt about what to do,
discretely observe what others are doing or ask a local.

>

AINU PLACENAMES - The Ainu indigenous people of Hokkaido have a strong historical
and contemporary legacy. This is evidenced in Hokkaido place names, tangible cutture,

and language. Here are some common wor

s found on this map: Nespurt. peak; chise:

house; niseko: standing cliff; sr-pet (shiribetsu): mountainous river.
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YOTEI-ZAN BACKCOUNTRY SKIING

HOKKAIDOWILDS.ORG

Mt. Yotei (i.e., Yotei-zan, 3 8% 1L, 1898m), situated within the Shikotsu-Toya =3 — o ,
National Park ( 3 %5 8 &% [ 17 42 B ), is a near perfect, freestanding conical i 7 Z Niseko Backcountry) ZEEEZRECHIFLRI

volcano just east of the bustling Niseko ski resort area in southern Hokkaido. This
N
—
B714—IVFIEDOWT

impressive mountain is also referred to as Makkari-nupuriin the indigenous Ainu
language, or Ezo-Fuji. Yotei-zan's dramatic southeastern aspects offer some of
Hokkaido's best skiing for i jiate- to expert-level backcountry
skiers. Beyond around 1300m in altitude is solid ski mountaineering territory,
hence all routes designated as advanced
(technical) on the map beyond about
1300m. See detailed route guides on

HokkaidoWilds.org here: http://hokw.jp/

F342Iv—rFHAF N -
ADOQRI—F HokkaidoWilds.orgl<5E{im

W= ZaRELICER

CHISENUPURI F+ 3 7V (1134m)

Like Nitonupuri, Chisenupuri offers some superbly accessible backcountry skiing,
and gets the skier satisfyingly into the alpine, if only for a moment. Views are
excellent across the range, and the eastern and southern aspects offer fantastic

deep powder skiing. This is a popular peak with terrain partiularly prone to o .
avalanche, so skiers should take special care to avoid skiing above ascending % h% ha) l I |0)ﬁﬁ a)fi,l@%;; ai %
parties. S =

- oy
Chise SE © 4hrs 1 481m = 5.5km | One of the more popular routes, skiers § 7 A4 —'ll I“ E{ti? %Aﬁd)lb— I~ E%ﬁ
will generally fllow the snowed in Route 66 to the hard dogleg bend at 700m,

gaining the spur to join with Chisenupuri . Either summit i the weather is good

for it,or be happy with the 1000m tresline and rip skins. The narrow valley back

down to Route 66, flanked by gully walls, is the powder-pocket that just keeps \,\oKKA 1 bo

giving. wiLps
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NISEKD RULES

The five ski areas that make up the Niseko Resort area have implemented a
comprehensive set of rules, reproduced below, to keep lifi-assisted backcountry skiers
safe. These rules apply to skiers and snowboarders accessing the back y from ski
areas (see www.niseko.ne.jp/en/niseko-rules/). Backcountry zones outside ski areas,
including but not exclusive to those marked in green, are definitely avalanche terrain,
have no avalanche control, and are are unpatrolled.

a Always use gates when entering the backountry [via ski areas].

H Do not duck boundary ropes.

EJ Everyone skiing/snowboarding in backcountry areas should wear a helmet and
carry an avalanche beacon.

1 Backcountry skiing/snowboarding in areas accessed via ski areas is prohibited
when gates are closed.

A Never cnter off limits arcas at any time (official rescuc and rescarch operations
exceplted).

@ Elementary school childien are not alowed in backcountry areas unless
a panied by an elder companion,

NISEKO RULES - All skiers accessing the backcountry from any of the ski resorts on
Niseko Annupuri or Moiwa-yama must do so via the designated backcountry gates
- ducking ropes is not allowed. These gates may close without warning. Decisions

on whether any or all gates will open or not are made on a daily basis. Check www.
niseko.ne.jp/en/niseko-rules/ for more details.

HOKKAIDOWILDS.ORG
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SHIRIBETSU-DAKE BACKCOUNTRY SKIING
somewhat diminutive volcano when

viewed in relation to the towering Yotei-
zan just next door. It is, however, easily

TREDT LA
+ ZEORITRRLERGILIEEE
i % Shiribetsu-dake
- PG EHRREEMEBIRS SN
574-IVF

one of the most dangerous mountains

R B & (1107m)is a
SHIRIBETSU-
DAKE ONLINE

ROUTE GUIDES

Shiribetsu-dake

in the region, with multiple avalanche paths that live up to their moniker with
distubing frequency. Accordingly, skiing the mountain requires impeccable terrain
assessment and hazard management skills. Therefore, we've designated all
descent routes on Shiribetsu-dake as advanced.

i 7 i mgaen
s '

and Rusutsu Resort
SkiTourMap 1:25000

2
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YOTEI-ZAN QUICK FACTS
Sheltered southeastern aspects — The prevailing northwester storms mean
that the south, southeast, and eastern aspects of Yotei-zan have the more reliable
condiitions all season. Accordingly, the most
popular routes are to be found on this side

of the volcano.

The best skiing happens below 1400m
— It's relatively rare to get the good, deep
powder Yotei-zan is known for beyond
about 1300m. From the 1300m powder
line to the crater rim (1890m), it's often
icy and hard-packed. Many climbers may
find themselves bootpacking, often with
crampons.

Summit attempts need about 8 hours
~ While the best skiing happens below
1400m, crater skiing may be the pinnacle
of your skiing career. If you must get to the
crater rim and/or summit, be prepared for
a solid 8-hour day (return). Add on another
30 minutes for good measure if skiing into
the crater.
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CHECKLIST

Have you checked the weather forecast?

and trained in their use?

Does a responsible person know your backcountry trip plans?

Is your group trained in b
terrain assessment and travel skJIIs"

aid kit and communications device(s)?

O

O

[ Iseveryone in your group carrying an avalanche beacon, probe and shovel, .
(] dge and posses
[m]

Are you prepared for emergencies with extra warm clothes, extra food, first-
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hinangoya
ke
kawa/gawa
kako

kaikoku
ko/mizumi
numa
nadare
onsen
sawa
seppl
taira/darra
lani‘dant
taki

toge
yama/san/zan

GLOSSARY

Kanji

English

town
peak
station
hut
shelter
pond
Tiver
crater
gorge
lake
pond
avalanche
hot spring
stream
cornice
plateau
valley
waterfall
pass
mountain
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