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Karl Koch. Chronology of a hacker,
for therapists (“I, Karl Koch...” with
commentary by friends and family)

I, Karl Koch, born on 22.7.1965 in Hanover. I had dif-
ficult family circumstances [’Familienprobleme’]; the separa-
tion of my biological parents [’leiblich’] after prolonged dis-
putes linked to alcohol and marriage conflicts, as well as re-
peated suicide attempts by my older sister - older by 8 years.

Editorial note : Karl’s mother, Agnes Koch,

became sick with cancer. She died on 26.1.76

after a three-year struggle.

I had severe [’akute’] problems with my father, Werner
Koch, who shortly before the death of my mother had moved
back into the family home. His alcohol consumption increased
from that point to become a problem, which he did however
not acknowledge.

I had also problems with my grandmother, 81 years old,
who had likewise come to live with us.

Just as much, I had problems with the - similarly inclined
towards alcoholism - girlfriend of my father, who came to live
with us two years after my mother’s death.

I wanted, then to move out of the home of my parents, or
at least into the (converted) basement.

From the 10th grade [’10. Klasse’], I took hashish and anti-
anxiety medication (Valium and Tavor) in irregular interval.12

From that point on my academic performance [’schulische
Leistungen’] began to decline, and I had myself freed from
attending 11th grade education. In that year of 1983 I only
pursued my activities and interests as student representative
[’Schuelervertreter ’].

Editorial note : over many years Karl worked

with lots of engagement il all areas of school

life [’Schuelerarbeit ’]. He worked at the city

1trans. note : Tavor is brand name Lorazepam. Koch calls them
”Beruhigungstabletten” meaning calming/relaxation tablets

2t. note : the school grades are to be understood in the context of the
German system i.e. that of the Gymnasium, the German high school.

school-student council [’Stadtschuelerrat’], State

school-student council [’Landeschuelerrat’], the

working group Arbeitskreis Schule e.V. association

as well as contributing to setting up the Federal

pupil representation. Karl was involved in

the organization of concerts and parties and

worked with the Winter theatre. He sat on the

city school committee [’Stadtschulausschuss’]

as well as State school advisory council

[’Landesschulbeirat’] For the Friedrich Ebert

Stiftung he organized seminars dedicated to

student representation [’SV-Seminare ’]. He fought

in the anti-nuclear movement ["AKW "] and was an

active anti-fascist.3

1983 marked also the death of my grandmother, who had
been treated coarsely by my father and his girlfriend. I was
not allowed to move out by my father.

At 18 I began the eleventh grade again, and during the
following spring my father married his girlfriend, shortly be-
fore his operation due to peripheral artery disease4. Shortly
thereafter we learned that my father as well had cancer, he
died a half year later in August of 1984, from a lung tumor
multiple brain tumors, I failed school due to the obstacles of
transferring and frequent absence (I had a sleeping disorder)
[’Versetzungshuerde’]. From then I took hashish regularly.

3t. note : the Friedrich Ebert Stifung is the philanthropy arm of the
SPD ie. the German centrist left party, which alternates with its center-
right equivalent the CDU every few years as the governing, capitalist,
party - similar to ”democracy” known in the United States, and alter-
nation - and surface altercation - between Democrats and Republicans.

4t. note : Koch refers to the condition as ”Raucherbein” lit.
”smoker’s leg”
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The inheritance, of 100.000 DM, gave me the freedom that
my father did not wish to give me, namely to conduct my own
household.

But, since I was not able to get over the sudden death of my
father, I perceived the money as dirty and spent as much as
possible. Among others, I afforded a therapy not funded by
health insurance with an independent [’selbststaending ’, self-
employed] therapist for children and teenagers [’jugendliche’].
Which I however interrupted after three quarters of a year.

I had, since buying a computer with the money I had earned
as a student representative in the State council [’Landess-
chuelerratsmitglied ’], developed a big thirst for knowledge in
computer science. The inheritance allowed me to join the
computer scene for real with an Atari ST development pack-
age.

For many years now, (approximately since the age of 14)
I have become infatuated with the protagonist of the trilogy
”Illuminatus”, by Robert A. Wilson. Coming from the USA a
wave of reports on hackers reached us. It became clear to me
that from now on I would be ”Hagbard Celine”, (as I said the
very same figure from the novel), and under that pseudonym
become active in the German hacking scene. In the autumn
of 1984 this became a reality, with the help of the ”Handbook
for hackers” [Handbuch fuer hacker ] by J. Schalla, who also
happened to live in Hanover.5

Already half a year later I founded with friends, in 85,
a regular get together/group [’Stammtisch’, lit. regulars’
table], as branch of the Chaos Computer Club Hamburg, in
Hanover.

Editorial note : In November 1985, Karl hacked

into the VAX mainframes [’Grossrechner ’] of the

Fermi lab in Chicago. In December he made the

acquaintance of other hackers, among others also

Pengo, at the Chaos Communications [sic] Congress

in Hamburg.

5t. note : Juergen Schalla. The copy of the handbook that is available
to us had the following address : ”Friesenstrasse 24”. Ch. 1 Introduc-
tion, 2 Mail boxes, 3 DATEX-P, 4 Data communication in the phone
network, 5 Misc. Note the handbook contains multiple references to the
Chaos Computer Club and extracts from its journal Datenschleuder,
while the list of mail boxes, divided into Germany and international,
includes ”680” entries for ”USA and Canada” (where Koch may have
found further inspiration or insights for his US exploits).

Editorial note : At computer conventions in

Koeln and Hanover he meets other hackers from

all German federal States [Bundesgebiet]. He and

other hackers are approached by dubious characters

at the "C" fair in Koeln, who ask if they are

interested in hacking for money (breaking into

police and bank computers in the Netherlands).

This goes nowher ["Die Aktion verlaueft im

Sand. "]. At parties with other hackers the idea

emerges for the first time of selling information

to the East ["an den Osten "]6

6t. note : this being before 1989, East Germany at a minimum is
meant.
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